
Landfill
In 25 years time, thankfully all our
hard work will go unnoticed



Put the words at the bottom of the page in the boxes 
to show what is happening under the landfill

Leachate Pipe   •   Plastic Liner   •   Gravel   •   Soil   •   Grass and Trees   •   Gas Pipe   •   Waste



Pipes are built into the 
cell to collect the liquid 
which is called “leachate”. 
The leachate is piped to 
a treatment tank where 
bacteria clean it enough to 
be released into the sewers.  
The leachate is tested 
before it is released.

When the cell is filled 
it is capped off with a 
layer of the plastic liner 
and 2 meters of soil.

The cell is lined with a 
high density plastic liner to 
prevent any liquid escaping.

When waste decomposes, 
methane gas is released. 
To prevent the gas escaping 
pipes are built into the 
landfill cell. The methane 
is pumped out of the cell 
and taken to a power plant 
where it is used in engines 
to produce electricity.

Inside the cell are layers of 
waste and soil or similar 
material. The soil is used 
each night when the cell is 
being filled to cover the waste 
to keep of pests, keep smells 
in and prevent the waste 
being thrown away. The cells 
vary in size and take a year 
to 18 months to fill.

Engineered sides 
to help and liquids 
drain into a well.

A layer of gravel is placed at 
the bottom of the cell to aid 
drainage.

The filled cell is landscaped. 
Grasses and plants will 
naturally seed, but trees 
with shallow roots are 
planted this creates a very 
natural habitat for wildlife. 

Underneath the restored landfill site are 
a number of heavily engineered cells.

Dividing the landfill site into cells makes it easier to manage,
ensuring that any waste in them does not escape.


